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rehabilitation counseling.
"Christy was critically ill with
cancer for two years," said Dr. Paul
Hagner, chair of the Political Science
Department, "yet she was determined
to get her degree. It was one of the
bravest things I've ever seen ·a student do. On holidays such as
Christmas and Valentine's Day, she
brought little cakes and cookies to
the faculty and staff here in the
department." When Poole died she
had an A average and was making an
A in her last required course.
Morgan contended with a myriad
of health problems as he worked on
his degree, said Dona Sparger, director of Student Disability Services.
He had to overcome strokes and
deteriorating vision related to diabetes as he attended courses at The
U of M. One of the strokes affected
his memory for numbers, but he
refused to give up, said Sparger. After
Morgan's death, University officials
waived the final few courses he needed to graduate so the degree he
dreamed of could be awarded. "He
just wouldn't quit," Sparger said. "He
worked so hard."
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Carrier of Academic Excellence
Carrier Corp. and The
University of Memphis have established a 30,000-square-foot educational facility located at Carrier's
manufacturing facility in
Collierville, Tenn. The University of
Memphis Carrier Center combines
the resources of the academic institution and the private sector.
Carrier is renovating the building, which is part of the company's
air conditioning and heat pump
manufacturing operations. For the
past two years, Carrier's Collierville
plant has served as a satellite location for the University. With the
addition of the center, The U of M
will offer more than 225 classes
meeting in 18 West Tennessee
schools, community centers and
community colleges.
"The Carrier Center at
Collierville will make it more convenient for our employees, as well as
those from nearby companies, to
pursue higher education," said John
R. Lord, Carrier's president.

When fully operational, 2,000 to
3,000 students will be able to participate in classes at the satellite campus each semester, making use of 21
classrooms, six computer labs, an
auditorium, a student lounge and
administrative offices.

Briggs Winners
An ecologist who has been compared to the "Pied Piper" and a
philosopher with an infectious
enthusiasm for his subject have
been chosen winners of the 1999
Thomas W. Briggs Foundation
Excellence in Teaching Award.
Dr. Jack Grubaugh, an assistant professor of biology, and Dr.
Mark C. Timmons, a professor of
philosophy, accepted their $5,000
awards during Faculty Convocation
in May.
The Briggs Award was established in 1996 to recognize teaching
excellence at the undergraduate
level and an overall commitment to
undergraduate education.
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Premier Program

This photo appears in Steven J. Ross' new documentary about a 1939 Missouri sharecropper protest that stirred
widespread controversy. The film will have its Memphis premiere August 27 at 7:30 p.m. in the Fogelman Executive
Center.
Narrated by Julian Bond, Oh Freedom After While will be broadcast nationwide on public television in the year 2000.
Ross, a communication professor, has produced such award-winning films as The Old Forest, an adaptation of Peter
Taylor's short story of the same name, and A Game of Catch, based on a story by poet Richard Wilbur. Ross collaborated with communication faculty colleagues David Appleby and Allison Graham on the Emmy-nominated At the River I
Stand, which dealt with the last crusade of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. His most recent film, Black Diamonds, Blues City:
Stories of the Memphis Red Sox, was co-produced by Dr. John Haddock, professor of mathematical sciences. Ross was
the winner of last year's $15,000 Eminent Faculty Award, given by the University's Board of Visitors.
The screening of Oh Freedom After While will be preceded by a 6:30 p.m. reception. Both events are free and open
to the public.

Posthumous Degrees
Two students whose determination to get a college education was
halted only by illness and death
were awarded bachelor's degrees
posthumously during spring commencement.
SUMMER 1999

Christy Poole, who died Feb. 24
at age 28, was working toward a
Bachelor of Arts degree in political
science. James L. Morgan, who
struggled with strokes and a heart
attack before dying at age 50 on
Jan. 3, was pursuing a degree in

A new directory of college public
relations programs lists The
University of Memphis among the top
programs of its type in the nation.
Author Bill L. Baxter, a professor
at Marquette University, profiles 110
college and university public relations programs in his book Preparing
for A Career in Public Relations,
examining each school's curriculum
and the faculty qualifications. The
U of M program was listed among the
23 premier programs.
Baxter said the programs were
rated on faculty credentials as well as
the curriculum based on a report of
the Commission on Undergraduate
Public Relations Education. He
described U ofM faculty as veterans,
"nationally visible educators with
impressive credentials in teaching,
research/publishing, professional
experience and service to the public
relations field."
3
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Square One
A Chinese student leader who
witnessed the Tiananmen Square
massacre was the featured speaker
at The University of Memphis' spring
Honors Program.
Yang Jianli was a doctoral student at the University of California
at Berkeley when students in China
initiated a democracy movement in
1989. He returned to his country to
advise and support the student
demonstrators. On June 4 of that
year, Jianli was present at
Tiananmen Square as soldiers of the
People's Republic of China used

machine guns and tanks to massacre
unarmed students who were holding
a peaceful demonstration for democracy. According to the Chinese Red
Cross, more than 2,000 pro-democracy demonstrators died at Tiananmen
Square.
A former assistant professor at
the University of the Pacific, Jianli
now serves as executive director of
the Foundation for China in the 21st
Century. Although the Beijing government has forbidden him from
returning to his homeland, Jianli
remains active in promoting democracy in China.

Hear-ye, Hear-ye!
A University of Memphis scientist is using a highly sophisticated
system of computers and sensors to
trace the path of sounds as they
make their way from the ear to the
brain.
"We are trying to find out how
the brain processes auditory information," said Dr. Herbert Gould, an
associate professor at the School of
Audiology and Speech-Language
Pathology. "Where does it go? How do
we make sense of what we hear?"
Gould's work, funded by a
$159,000 grant from the Assisi
Foundation of Memphis, is aimed at
unraveling something called "auditory processing disorder," which is
believed to be related to dozens of
childhood problems involving speech,
reading and other basic learning
skills.
"Children are usually tested for
this disorder when they're in the
third or fourth grade," Gould said.
"But by that time, the damage has
been done." Once the disorder is
finally diagnosed, the children are
often far behind their peers in school,
and they may never catch up, he said.

Retiring Faculty
Dr. John Autian (at left), a friend of the University, has donated $20,000 to The U of M to establish the Alma Bucovaz
Urban Service Award. The award, honoring University College graduate Alma Bucovaz (BPS '92), will be presented to
University College students, graduates or U of M faculty members who have worked with University College students to
improve conditions in the urban environment. The award was presented in April to Sherry M. Edmundson (BPS '98) and
Virginia M. Alexander (BLS '98). Pictured with Autian at the ceremony are (from left) Edmundson's daughter, Kathy, who
accepted the honor on behalf of her mother; Alexander; and Dr. H. Ramsey Fowler, dean of the University College. (Photo
by Don Reber)
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Calling All Nostalgia Buffs

Oops!

Do you have an anecdote about a
favorite professor you would like to
share with our readers? It may be
humorous, touching or otherwise
memorable. If so, call Elizabeth
Walker at 901/678-3811; drop her a
note at: Publications Office, 303
Administration Building, The U of M,
Memphis, TN 38152; or send e-mail
to ejwalker@memphis.edu.

Due to an oversight during printing of the Spring 1999 University of
Memphis Magazine, copy on page 4
did not flow correctly, resulting in
deletion and repetition of some
Newsbits. Printing proofs examined
by University employees were correct, but technical errors occurred
later at the printing plant. We regret
the errors.

During the annual Faculty
Convocation in May, The University
of Memphis honored 23 retiring faculty members.
Dr. Melvin C. Barber (BS '58), an
associate professor of geography who
joined the faculty on Sept. 1, 1959,
was the professor with the most service among the retirees this year.
Other veteran professors who retired
were Charlene Allen and William
Williams (MA '61) of English, 38
years; Dr. Omar Smith (BS '54, MS
'58) of biology, 37 years; and Shirley
Lupfer of psychology, 35 years.
Retiring with 34 years of service were
Dr. Phili Deboo, chair of geology; Dr.
Michael Garland, Physics
Department chair; Virginia Hudgens
of English; and Roger Langdon of art.
Also, Richard Knowles of art, 33
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years; Dr. Binford Peeples of management, Dr. K. Peter Takayama of
sociology and Dr. John Bakke of communication, 32 years; and Richard
Dolph and Robert Griffith of music
and Glen Davis (BS '66) of engineering technology, 30 years. Dr. Ronald
Cleminson of instruction and curriculum leadership leaves after 29 years.
Retiring after 28 years on the
faculty were Dr. Donald Ellis of history, Dr. John Smith of civil engineering and Dr. William Jenkins of
counseling, educational psychology
and research. Dr. John Schifani of
instruction and curriculum leadership retired after 23 years; Dr. James
Ramsey of art, 20 years; and Jane
Rousseau of transitional academic
studies, 13 years.

Writin' on the River
An author once nominated for a
Pulitzer Prize and another writer
who has received a Guggenheim
Fellowship appeared on campus as
part of the River City Writers Series.
Janet Burroway, a runner-up for
the National Book Award and a
Pulitzer Prize nominee, presented a
fiction workshop and a reading of her
work. She is the author of plays, poetry and children's books. Burroway
has written seven novels including
The Buzzards, Raw Silk, Opening
Nights and Cutting Stone. She writes
a regular essay column for New
Letters magazine and is a reviewer
for the New York Times Book Review.
Her text, Writing Fiction, is used in
more than 300 universities.
Allen Wier, a recipient of a
Dobie-Paisano Fellowship in addition
to his Guggenheim, also presented a
workshop and reading during his
visit to campus. He is the author of a
collection of stories, Things About to
Disappear, and three novels, Blanco,
Departing as Air and A Place for
Outlaws. In 1997 he received the
Chubb Life America Robert Penn
Warren award. His work has
appeared in Southern Review and the
New York Times.

SUMME R 1 9 99

CROW Grant

Dr. Lester J. Pourciau, who headed the University's
library system from 1970 until his retirement in June, was
the 1999 recipient of the Allen J. Hammond Award for
Distinguished Service, which was presented at the
Faculty Convocation in May. The award is named for the
late director of The University of Memphis ' Financial Aid
Office. The honor is not given every year, but is reserved
for individuals whose service to the University deserves
special recognition. (Photo by Elizabeth Jane Walker)

The University's Center for
Research on Women (CROW) and the
Memphis Sexual Assault Resource
Center (MSARC) have received a
$340,000 grant to study sexual
assault in Memphis, a city having the
nation's second-highest rate of that
cnme.
The National Institute of
Justice is funding the project, which
will examine how a diverse group of
women interpret their experiences
with sexual assault and its aftermath, including the role of law
enforcement, MSARC services and
the courts.
CROW-affiliated sociologists
Phyllis Betts and Martha Schmidt
partnered with MSARC to design the
project.
The collaborative team also
includes representatives from the
Memphis Police Department, the
District Attorney's office, Juvenile
Court of Memphis and Shelby
County, and the Child Advocacy
Center.

A gift from the St. Francis Hospital Auxiliary will be used to establish an endowed scholarship in the University's
Loewenberg School of Nursing. The $25,000 donation was generated through sales at the auxiliary's gift shop in the hospital. Interest from the gift will fund one scholarship a year, beginning in the fall of 2000, for a full-time junior or senior
nursing student who has a 3.0 or higher grade point average. Signing the agreement is Aimee Barksdale, president of the
auxiliary. Witnessing the ceremony are Dr. Herman Patterson, former dean of the Fogelman College of Business and
Economics and current auxiliary member, and Dr. Toni Bargagliotti, nursing dean. (Photo by Larry Inman)
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Journey to Degree

An educational journey that
began eight years ago amid the
bombs and snipers of Sarajevo ended
in May when Irma Causevic accepted
her University of Memphis diploma
from the Rutgers University professor
who made it all possible.
Causevic, who earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in chemistry, was
among 1,539 U of M students receiving degrees during commencement
ceremonies at The Pyramid. Her
graduation is a triumph of one young
woman over adversity.
When civil war broke out among
the ethnic groups that once made up
Yugoslavia, the Causevic family took
refuge in a basement to avoid Serbian

The Moroccan Secretary of State traveled to The University of Memphis during May to tour campus and discuss faculty
and student exchange programs. During her stay; Dr. Aicha Belarbi spoke with Dr. Linda Brinkley; vice provost for
Research and the Graduate School; visited the Center for Research on Women with Dr. Barbara Ellen Smith, associate
professor of interdisciplinary studies; and toured the Ned R. McWherter Library and the Art Museum. Pictured are members of Belarbi's entourage (from left), Mohamed Benji/any; counselor to the Secretary of State in Charge of Cooperation,
and Mustapha Cherkaoui, chief of mission, who traverse the campus with Dr. Dan Beasley; special assistant to the dean
of Arts and Sciences. (Photo by Don Reber)

This Program's A Gamble
The University of Memphis is
offering a new program aimed at
helping families and individuals
deal with problems related to gambling.
The Center for Problem
Gambling is offered by the
Department of Psychology. "The
growth of gambling opportunities in
nearby Tunica, Miss., and the steady
increase in gambling-related problems in the Mid-South show the need
for such a program," said Dr. James
Whelan (MA '83, PhD '89), director of
the Psychological Services Center and
the project's co-director.
A recent survey indicated that 6
percent of Mississippi's population
can be classified as problem gamblers, Whelan said. The U of M program, funded by a grant from the
Assisi Foundation, is based on a brief,
outpatient approach to treatment.
Trained counselors will help gamblers
develop the skills necessary to
abstain from or control their high6

risk behavior. Family members may
be involved to support the therapy.
Although the program is aimed at
any gambler experiencing difficulties,
funding from Assisi enables lowincome gamblers and their families to
participate in the program. For more
information, call 901/678-2147.

Page Won
The page "Uncle Sam-Migrating
Government Publications," at http: I I
www.lib.memphis.edu I gpo I mig.htm,
was selected as a Links2Go Key
Resource in the U.S. Federal
Government topic, at http: I I www.
links2go.com I topic I US _Federal_
Government.
The Key Resource award is based
on an analysis of millions of Web
sites. The designation means the
page is one of the most relevant pages
related to a particular topic on the
Web, using an objective statistical
measure applied to an extremely
large data set.

No, it's not a hallucination-there were camels ambling
across Alumni Mall in front of the Administration Building
in mid-April! University of Memphis students experienced a different mode of transportation and tasted traditional Israeli foods during Israel Fest, sponsored by the
Jewish Student Union. (Photo by Greg Russell)

bombings and sniper attacks; they
later fled to a Croatian refugee camp
and then to Zagreb.
Dr. Peter Kahn, a professor at
Rutgers, brought Causevic to his
institution through the Bosnian
Student Project, which helps students
attend U .S. colleges.
Causevic transferred to The
University of Memphis during her
junior year to be near her family, who
had moved to Memphis. Dr. Delano
Black, associate dean of The U of M
College of Arts and Sciences,
arranged a scholarship for her.
Causevic was planning to
return to Sarajevo before beginning a
job search in Memphis.
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
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nterlaced throughout the richly woven fabric
of Douglas and Mildred Mayo's life is an
azure thread. In places, the cloth is vibrant,
in portions it is worn, but a simple blue
thread ties it all together.
In 1929, money was hard to come by for a boy
living in a tiny rural community. Young Douglas
Mayo eked out his nickels, dimes and quarters by
mowing yards and performing odd jobs.
Occasionally, he received cash for his birthday. A
frugal child, Mayo carefully dropped those precious
coins into his bank instead of spending them on
candy or toys.
When he was in the seventh grade, the youngster spent a fortune-$100-to buy one share of
stock in Somerville Bank and Trust Co. Mayo grew
up. He dated a pretty, brown-eyed girl from a nearby town and attended college in Martin, Tenn.
Meanwhile, the stock split and grew, split and
grew.

TIGERBLUE
In 1937, Mayo and seven fellow students
transferred from a junior college in Martin, Tenn.,
to follow their football coach to his new position at
a small school on the outskirts of Memphis (now
The University of Memphis). That coach who
inspired such devotion, Dr. Cecil C. Humphreys,
would later serve as president of the institution. In
1938, the assistant football coach helped Mayo and
his teammates achieve the University's only undefeated, untied football season.
"We beat 'em all," recalls Dr. Mayo (BS '39),
who grins as he discusses the glory of that season.
"We had the sixtieth anniversary of the team last
year."
Mayo's girlfriend, Mildred Harris (BS '41), was
already attending the college, living in Mynders
Hall under the watchful eye of Dean Nellie Angel
Smith. Mayo lived in Scates Hall, which was a dormitory at the time. Occasionally, the couple would
ride the streetcar to downtown Memphis for dates.
Mayo exchanged his blue football uniform for a suit
in 1939, when he accepted a position as principal of
a Fayette County school. Harris began a career in
education, as well. As they left the college, the couple never dreamed their affiliation with the institution had only just begun.
NAVYBLUE
The Mayos married in New York City the day
Douglas was commissioned into the Navy. During
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World War II, he served in the Pacific, where he
was wounded when his ship was destroyed by a
Japanese torpedo off the coast of Guam. Mayo
recalls watching the approach of the attacking
plane. "I have no recollection of the final segment
of the plane's torpedo run, the explosion that
ensued, or receiving a wound to the head and other
places," he writes in his book Na vy Experiences in
World War II. When he regained consciousness, the
bloody sailor ignored his injuries and immediately
sprang into action. Most of the forward third of the
ship had been obliterated by the torpedo, killing
some crew members and wounding others. Mayo
was the last person to leave the vessel when his
crew was forced to abandon ship.
Mayo's Purple Heart hangs on a wall in the
couple's den, alongside photos of the 1938 football
team and an M Club Hall of Fame induction
plaque.

INTERWOVEN BLUES
After the war, the Mayos, who both earned
graduate degrees, embarked on careers interspersed with stints at The University of Memphis.
Douglas taught psychology at BirminghamSouthern College and for 24 years headed personnel training and research for the Na val Air
Technical Training Command in Millington, Tenn.
Mildred opened a successful preschool and held
numerous other teaching positions, including one
at The U of M's Campus School. In 1973, Douglas
retired from the Naval Reserve and returned to his
alma mater to direct the Center for Learning
Research and Services. Six years later, he retired
again. Then he returned to campus to work as a
training consultant for the Center for Nuclear
Studies. Four years later, he retired for a third
time.
The strand connecting the Mayos to The
University of Memphis extends to their family, as
well. Their daughter-in-law attended the
University and their son earned bachelor's and
master's degrees from the institution. Currently,
their granddaughter is attending The U ofM on a
Legacy Scholarship, which is awarded to descendants of Alumni Association members. Douglas is a
former president of both the Emeriti Club and M
Club, and the couple are avid fans of Tiger basketball and football . For many years, they have been
working to create a Heritage Room to house the
University's historical memorabilia; they believe
their efforts will soon reach fruition.
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And that share of stock young Douglas
bought in 1929? For 70 years it has been growing
and splitting. Recently, the couple donated the
stock, now worth $147,584, to The University of
Memphis Foundation. The Mayos' son, George
(BS '76, MS '78), president of the Bullpen Club
support group, had told his parents about the
baseball team's desperate need for new dugouts.
So $50,000 of their gift will be used to help renovate the baseball dugouts at Nat Buring Stadium.
"The University of Memphis has meant an awful
lot to Mildred and me and we wanted to give a little bit back," explains Douglas of their decision to
make the donation.
Dan Thiel, associate vice president for development and alumni affairs, says stock donations
provide a tax advantage to the givers while
enhancing the University. "The philanthropic support of Douglas and Mildred Mayo is a mutually
beneficial gift," he says. "The University will be
able to construct much-needed facilities and the
Mayos will receive a significant charitable deduction on their taxes by making the gift. We highly
appreciate their generosity."
Mildred says she and her husband hope
other alumni will see that any gift-regardless of
the size-can make a difference to The Uni-

versity of Memphis. "We often get requests by
phone or by mail to contribute to the other
places we went to school or worked," she says.
"But we always tell them that we have connections with too many universities to spread the
little bit we have around. The University of
Memphis is the place we'd rather support. This
gift was a nice way to be able to do some of the
things we believe in."
Today, the Mayos sit in their gracious
home, reflecting on their lives and their longtime connection to The University of Memphis.
Together, they have endured the tribulations of
wartime separation, raised a family, earned
graduate degrees and juggled careers. After
nearly 60 years of marriage, the couple still
laugh at each other's jokes and finish one
another's sentences. Douglas credits his wife
with helping him complete his dissertation;
Mildred claims her husband can do anything
he attempts. Their conversations are
peppered with laughter and self-deprecating
gibes.
"We really have had lives that were blessed
in everything we've done," says Mildred. "And,"
continues Douglas, blue eyes twinkling as he
pulls down the couple's wall calendar to show
their hectic schedule, "we are still enjoying life."■

Dr. Douglas Mayo, fourth from the left on the front row, transferred to the University the year Dr. Cecil C. Humphreys arrived on campus as assistant football
coach. The following year, the team celebrated victory after victory as it enjoyed an undefeated season.
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he winds were chilly and the skies were cloudy, but for more
than 20,000 people, the music was hot and the events were
action-packed at the University's third annual SpringFest.

The festival, held on the east lawn of the Ned R. McWherter
Library, featured more than 100 booths and exhibits and offered such

V,
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activities as arts-and-crafts sales, face-painting, story-telling, glimpses
into cyberspace and information from the city's many neighborhood
associations. Younger children zipped down a giant inflated slide, while
older kids and grown-ups explored fire trucks and police vehicles.
Three stages provided continual entertainment, and roving musicians, clowns and dozens of other singing, acting and dancing groups

Richard L. Gibson,
associate director of
residence life, makes an
octopus out of balloons
at a booth sponsored by
his department.

5

also performed throughout the day.
SpringFest was sponsored jointly this year by The University of
Memphis and the City of Memphis' Center for Neighborhoods.

Thousands of concertgoers crowd onto the
library's lawn to attend the
free concerts.

Children of University
employees sharing stories
and cotton candy are (from
left) Elizabeth, daughter of
Susan (BBA '82) and Kevin
Roper (BA '82, MA '93), vice
president for Marketing and
A dvancement; Dakota,
daughter of Stephanie (MA
'80) and Dr. Dan Beasley,
special assistant to the dean
of Arts and Sciences; and
Jacob, son of James and
Jann (BA '85) Mayes, video
coordinator in Marketing and
Communications.
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A rollicking concert by
Memphis music legend Rufus
Thomas drew a high-spirited
crowd. Preschoolers and
older adults alike discarded
their inhibitions to dance the
funky chicken during the
concert.
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Sharing a snow cone
are sisters Kelci and Sarena,
daughters of Crista Froeling,
a supervising clinician in
The U of M 's School of
Audiology and SpeechLanguage Pathology.
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University of Memphis
theatre students David
Williams (at left) and Dan
Poor entertain the crowd with
their skills as mimes.

7

Thousands rocked to the
tunes of pop superstar Bryan
Adams.

8

Bedecked in balloons
and face paint, Stuart Reber,
son of Carol and Don (BBA
'88) Reber, samples the
wares of one of the event's
many food vendors.
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Vicktoria S. Li wears her
ice cream at SpringFest. The
toddler is the daughter of Wei
Li (MS '91) and Hongxiang
Sun (MA '90, MCP '93) .
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The huge, inflatable
tiger head used at University
of Memphis sporting events
appears to be gobbling up
unsuspecting victims.

She spent the next
eight days in the
Jackson, Tenn., area,
heading up an American
Red Cross mental health
outreach team that
worked with tornado victims and disaster relief
workers.
Answering the clarion call of the Red Cross
beeper to charge off to a
disaster site on a few
moments' notice is nothing new for Keim, who is
a veteran of forest fires,
floods, airplane crash
sites and other catastrophes. Joined by fellow

volunteers, Keim helps ease the grief, anger and
shock of those who have lost homes, possessions and
loved ones when disaster hits.
"Most of what we do is listen to people," she
explains. "We try to help them with ways to cope.
Usually that's all it takes, but sometimes we have to
refer people for long-term help."

Disastrous Beginnings
Keim began her disaster work almost by accident. In 1991, she was finishing her doctorate with a
residency at a mental health clinic in Spokane,
Wash. A forest fire swept through a five-county area,
destroying more than 100 homes. "My boss called
and asked if I could set up counseling for the victims," Keim recalls. "I was surprised, because I hadn't been in Washington long."
She wrote a grant application to the Federal
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As part of her community service commitment at The
University of Memphis, Keim (at left) works with the
American Red Cross to provide comfort to traumatized
victims. (Photo at left by Don Reber; photos below and on
facing page courtesy of the American Red Cross of the
St. Paul Area)

Emergency Management Agency and
the National Institutes of Health, then
hired more than 30 mental health therapists to work in the area for nine
months. Keim ran the program in addition to her normal work at the clinic.
During one two-week period, she
worked more than 100 hours with the
fire victims, plus put in 40 hours a
week at the clinic. "I was a little tired,"
she admits. "But there was such a need,
and disasters can't wait."
People had lost their homes and
most of their possessions. There was
anger because a disaster-area declaration had been delayed, holding up
emergency grants and low-interest
reconstruction loans for residents of the
fire-stricken area. "People had their
houses burned, and their horses killed.
They were at work, and they couldn't
get back home to save their possessions, and they felt grief about that.
Some whose homes were saved felt
guilty," Keim says.
In 1992, the Red Cross and the
American Psychological Association
agreed that mental health professionals should be included among the workers sent in to help in disaster recovery.
After she completed her doctoral work, Keim took
a teaching position at the University of St. Thomas
in St. Paul, Minn., where the local chapter of the
American Red Cross asked her to become involved in
volunteer work.
"The Red Cross heard about me and the work I
had done in the fire," she says. "To this day, I don't
know who told them about me, but there I was minding my own business, and all of a sudden I'm doing
disaster relief work again."
In succeeding years, Keim worked in floods in
East St. Louis, Ill., Minnesota and North Dakota;
residential fires in Minnesota; and dozens of
smaller catastrophes. The work on the Minnesota
and North Dakota floods lasted for months. She
was among thousands of Red Cross volunteers
who provided food, shelter, health services and
mental health counseling to families all along the
flooded rivers.
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of the job," says Keim, who noted that even reporters
covering the story experienced mental trauma. The
At The University of Memphis, Keim is allowed to
mental health counselors also felt the strain, she says.
accept Red Cross disaster relief assignments on a
"Counselors are hearing the worst of the worst of what
moment's notice as part of the community service faculgoes on," she says. "We need some help, too, sometimes."
ty members are expected to provide.
Many disaster workers are able to deal with the
Each assignment involves its own risks and discomstress and horrors of their calling with little long-term
forts. "In floods, there are a couple of problems that peoeffect. "Most can handle it, but a few have difficulties,"
ple don't talk about much," she says. "When you have
Keim says. "It's our job as mental health professionals to
floods, you have sewage, and mold and mildew. And you
identify
the ones who will need couqseling to get them
have snakes. Ugh! I don't like snakes."
back
on
track."
But there are some unusual rewards, too.
During the floods of 1997, Keim was working in
Commitment to Community
Minnesota on her birthday. "I'm working with this guy
Since coming to Memphis in 1997, Keim has been
and I'm in wading boots up to my thighs and the water
appointed
chair of the Red Cross volunteer program for
is high, and my cell phone rings. It's my mother and she
a
seven-county
area covering parts of Tennessee,
wants to tell me happy birthday. I thought that was so
Arkansas
and
Mississippi.
In addition to heading up the
nice. Then the guy I'm working with goes over to this litefforts
of
mental
health
professionals,
her work involves
tle store and buys me a candy bar to celebrate. It really
dealing
with
all
types
of
volunteers.
That
means as
made my day special and I will always remember his
many
as
20
hours
a
week
of
unpaid
work
on
behalf of
kindness. You meet really caring people on these jobs."
the
organization,
plus
the
constant
threat
of
the beeper
Perhaps her most trying assignment was the TWA
calling
her
to
another
disaster
scene.
800 crash off New York's Long Island in 1996. "I came
home from class and I saw the
story on CNN," Keim says.
"They called and asked me to go
to New York. Within a few hours,
I had to stop the mail, get a catsitter, go to the bank, pack and
get some sleep."
Although most disasters
involve rescues, the Boeing 747
crash left no survivors; that
posed a mental health hazard for
hundreds of police, firemen,
National Guard troops, FBI
agents, divers and others at the
crash site.
"Emergency responders are
trained to rescue people and
save lives," Keim says. "But
TWA 800 was a body recovery
job: there was nobody to rescue.
You talk to firefighters, you talk
to police, and they'll tell you they
went into the business to save
Victims, such as this couple who survived tornado devastation in Comfrey, Minn., often need assistance dealing with the grief
lives. When they spend day
and guilt associated with disasters. Keim provides that help in the wake of storms, plane crashes, floods and forest fires.
after day recovering not bodies,
but pieces of bodies, that's hard
In mid-March, not long after the West Tennessee toron their emotions. It's very stressful. They value life so
nadoes,
Keim was called upon to help counsel Memphismuch that they are willing to sacrifice their own lives;
area survivors of the Amtrak train wreck in Northern
but with this job, there were no lives to save. That
Illinois.
caused anger and depression after a few days."
"They keep calling and I keep going," says Keim. "I
For Keim and her staff of as many as 20 mental
really didn't intend to be doing it this long, but it's a
health professionals, most of the work involved just lisprivilege to be able to give back to my community and
tening to people and helping them cope with the stress
assist disaster survivors."■
and disappointment. "Talking about it is the major part
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After 26 years, Lloyd McKinney is lending
new meaning to the phrase "never say
never." First attending the University in
1962 and leaving in 1973 to play in the
nation's oldest musical organization,
McKinney recently returned to fulfill the last
requirements of his degree, giving hope to

B y
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RUSSELL

others who may think it is too late to finish
school.

tion. I dictated a letter to them, never intending to
mail it." His mother put the letter in an addressed
envelope and left it on a table.
After McKinney departed for a music trip to
Pennsylvania, his wife, Doris Siegman (BEd '68), saw
the envelope lying on the table. Not realizing what it
was, she mailed it. Soon his mother received a letter
inviting McKinney for an audition, and she telephoned him in Philadelphia.
"I didn't want to do it, but I had a day off on the
day of the audition, so I went but \vas not serious
about it," he recalls. "When I got there, I played a solo
so well that they offered me a job."
McKinney intended on staying with the Marine
Band for only a few years, but he liked his new job,
his wife enjoyed her position at the National
Institutes of Health, and the couple loved the
Washington area. So McKinney continued working for
the nation's oldest professional musical organization
as thoughts of returning to Memphis to finish his
degree gradually receded.
The Marine Band was formed two centuries ago
when President John Adams approved a bill officially
creating the organization. Thomas Jefferson dubbed it

"Wliile

playing string bass in "The
President's Own" United States Marine Band, Lloyd
McKinney has witnessed history in the making,
including the resignation of Richard Nixon and the
inaugurations of six presidents. He has even sailed on
the presidential yacht with Betty Ford and the wife of
the Emperor of Japan.
But now McKinney is making history himself.
McKinney plans to receive his bachelor's degree in
music this year-more than two decades after last
attending the University. "I have been lucky enough
my entire adult life to be playing music and doing
something I love," says McKinney. "Getting this
degree will put a finality on it all."
McKinney, who performed his senior recital in
February on The U of M campus, will soon take his
final required class-a physics course-by correspondence to complete his degree. His educational journey
marks one of The U of M's longest stints between
attending the University and receiving a degree.

First Movement
As a senior at the University in 1973, McKinney
lacked two requirements when a twist of fate dramatically altered his career course. "I was traveling
around the country with a group of musicians," he
recalls. "My mother had seen an opening for a bass
player in the Marine Band. She didn't care for me
traveling since I had a family, so she told me to audi-
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"The President's Own" United States Marine Band in
1801. The band, which provides music for the
President and the Commandant of the Marine Corps,
comprises a number of performing ensembles consisting of graduates of the nation's finest music schools.
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McKinney says he enjoys his job's endless variety. "Where else can you get paid to be in a
musical organization where you do so many
things?" he asks. "I've played with country
groups, rock 'n' roll groups, Dixieland, jazz,
string quintets and chamber orchestras-everything from a Beethoven symphony to All My Ex's
Live in Texas."

Presidential Performances
McKinney and his fellow musicians frequently play at state dinners, presidential ceremonies and receptions, and appear at the White
House more than 200 times each year. His job,
which brings him in contact with Washington

dignitaries on a daily basis, allows him to
glimpse the private lives of many politicians and
their families.
"Playing in the Marine Band, I do most of
my work at the White House," McKinney says. "I
performed for Nixon's resignation and the next
day for Ford's inauguration. I have played for all
the presidents since Nixon." Some of McKinney's
recollections are humorous.
"When Amy Carter was young we had a joint
classical concert with the other service bands for
President Carter. ltshak Perlman was performing and we were playing outdoors next to a tree.
Amy had shimmied up the tree and was sitting
on a limb right above where the basses were,

working on her stamp collection. She started
swinging her leg and hit the top of my bass. I
remember it was a little distracting. I looked up
at her, and she did it several more times to see my
response. I remember, too, that she used to roller
skate in the White House. The hallways there are
very long."

Historical Notes
McKinney's career has allowed him to meet
and entertain some of the world's most famous figures: he played when Mikhail Gorbachev signed
the historic disarmament agreement with
President Reagan and when Anwar el-Sadat and
Menachem Begin shook hands on a Middle East
peace treaty. Some of McKinney's audiences have
been royal-Queen Elizabeth and Princess Diwhile others have consisted
of sick children and wounded soldiers. And he has
played with artists ranging
from Mel Torme to Ben
Vereen. McKinney has also
met various distinguished
White House guests.
"I like drag racing and I
have this little drag car that
I mess around with," says
McKinney. "Richard Petty
was at the White House for
some kind of award; when
he came down the hallway, I
introduced myself and told
him I had a drag car. He
says, 'You play for the
President of the United
States during the week and
on the weekend, you go out

and drag your car! Isn't that amazing?' That was a
very memorable event for me since I love drag
racing."
McKinney played at Camp David during
Reagan's daughter's wedding, at the Pentagon
and at the U.S. ambassador's residence in Dublin,
Ireland. When the Russian and American military
had their first historic meeting at the Mayflower
Hotel in Washington, McKinney was there to play.
He recalls visiting with Kenny Rogers at a
Clinton inauguration program at the Lincoln
Memorial. "Kenny Rogers was a string bass major
in college," says McKinney. "He came over and
talked to me about some of his experiences and
how much he liked playing the bass."

Reprise
McKinney, who first attended the University
in 1962 before transferring to Indiana University
and then back to Memphis in the early 1970s,
grew up only a few blocks from campus. In 1991
he began contemplating finishing his degree, and
he phoned the Music Department. "The dean
looked into it and found there is something in the
Soldiers and Sailors Act that freezes the (educational) catalog you enter school under," says
McKinney, who was happy to realize he had to fulfill only those degree requirements.
Ironically, McKinney has returned to college
to please the person who helped him leave school
in the first place: his mother, who addressed that
fateful envelope to the Marine Band. "She will be
really proud when I do this, and of course my wife
will be, too," he observes.
And McKinney himself will be the first to tell
you there's nothing like finishing school on a good
note. ■

McKinney (front row, far left), former director Col. John Bourgeois and
the rest of "The President's Own" orchestra pause with President and
Mrs. George Bush at a White House Christmas party in 1991. (White
House Photo)
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o get a feel for how high Michael Wilson
jumps, all you need is a muscular pair of
legs, a trampoline and a tape measure that
stretches one story tall. That, and a little bit
of luck, might take you as high as the former
Tiger has soared.
Wilson, a Tiger from 1994-96, has used his incredible
leaping ability to set a world record and to jump into a prestigious job with the Harlem Globetrotters. Since the eighth
grade, the 6-foot, 5-inch forward's fortunes have risen as his
jump has increased.
"With the Globetrotters, you don't have to be an exceptional ball player; you just have to bring something special
to the team," says Wilson. ''You have to be a leaper or a
good personality or a good dribbler. It was my leaping ability that brought me to the Globetrotters."

High-nying Career
At The U of M, Tiger fans had to wonder if Wilson
might one game jump right over the backboard. One of his
incredible dunks was used by ESPN in a television advertisement touting college basketball games. Largely because
of his dunks, Wilson led the Tigers in field goal percentage
the two seasons he played here, and his 56.5 careerfield-goal percentage is fifth all-time for the Tigers.
"He was the best leaper I have ever seen anywhere in
basketball," says his former coach, Larry Finch (BEd '75),
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whose playing and coaching days date
back to the 1960s. Wilson won 24 of 30
opening tip-offs his senior season, including three against seven footers.
Wilson broke his own world record
with a dunk of 11 feet, 11 inches on live
television in Birmingham, England, during
a 1997 Globetrotters' promotional tour.
"People always ask me how I jump so high,
but I have no explanation," says Wilson. "I
guess it is a God-given talent." His name is
etched in the Guinness Book of World Records
for the feat.

Trotting Around the Globe
As a Globetrotter for the past three years,
Wilson has been able to take his dunk to the
world. "I have been everywhere but the North and
South poles," he notes. "One of the most interesting places I have been was Beirut, Lebanon.
Security was really tight. We couldn't leave the
premises by ourselves. Armed guards were standing around the arena while we were playing. We
couldn't drive home the same way twice for safety
reasons."
Wilson was drafted by the Globetrotters after
his senior season. "I always tell people I have
been to Disney World three times and never been
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on a ride," he says with a laugh. "That is where the
owner flew me for a tryout, and that is where we have
our three-week training camp every year. The day
after my first tryout and training camp, they flew us
to Australia. I was one of the lucky ones."

Competitive Entertainment
The Globetrotters, whose history is steeped with
legends like Marques Haynes, Meadowlark Lemon
and Curly Neal, have won more than 20,000 contests
while losing only 332 in their 72-year history. They
enjoyed an 8,829-game win streak until a 1995 loss to
Kareem Abdul Jabbar's Legendary All-Stars. The
team has played in 115 countries before over 100 million fans. While most of their games are for entertainment purposes, they often play strictly competitive
contests against such teams as the College AllAmericans.
"Most of our games are about half competition and
half entertainment," he says. "We play competitively
the first few minutes of each quarter or until we get
into control. The games are never scripted, though.
You never know what is going to happen. My goal
Globetrotter owner Mannie Jackson dubbed Wilson "Wild Thing" for his speed
and incredible jumping ability. (Photos courtesy of Harlem Globetrotters
International Inc.)

every time I step on the court wearing the
Globetrotter uniform is to make somebody at that
arena-I don't care if it is one person-to remember
something I did that made them happy."
Wilson says players have different roles on the
Globetrotters' team. ''You have your showmen, the
people with the microphone, the finishers, the dribblers ... right now I am a finisher although I have
played all the roles."

Impact and Raspansihility

"It's almost a crime that I'm getting paid doing what I'm doing," says
Wilson. "Being a Globetrotter is the best job in the world."

22

The Globetrotters' season usually runs from
November through April. Wilson says he then works
several of the 18 basketball camps the team holds for
youth across the country.
"Playing with the Globetrotters is the best job in
the world," muses Wilson. "A hundred years from now,
no one is going to remember what kind of car you
drove, or how much money you had in the bank. But
they will remember the impact you had on a kid's life.
Not only a kid's, but an adult's life as well. That is
what really makes my job special."

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

The Globetrotters have taken their crazy antics to 115 countries in their 72-year existence. Wilson's record-breaking dunk is listed in the Globetrotters' official newsletter as one of
the top achievements in the team's storied history.

Wilson says a favorite part of being on the team is
getting to meet the old Globetrotters. "They become
your friends. I used to see these guys on TV and they
now know me on a first name basis. Curly Neal, Geese
Ausbie, Meadowlark. It is an honor for me to be a part
of that organization."
During his travels, Wilson says he has met
Muhammad Ali, Nelson Mandela, Diana Ross and
Dennis Hopper. "Muhammad Ali is the first person I
ever asked for an autograph from," he says.
Wilson compares being a Globetrotter to the role an
actor has while playing James Bond. "I remember
James Bond as Roger Moore. You may remember him as
Sean Connery. But it doesn't matter who the person is.
Once you put that uniform on, you are a Globetrotter
and everyone knows you."

SUMMER 1999

Dagraa al Warry
While Wilson may seem to have the world at his fingertips, he says he has one worry.
"I am still 12 hours short on my degree," he says.
"People over there in athletic academics have been getting on me to finish my degree. Whenever I see them,
they let me know about it."
Wilson says he will likely conclude his degree
through correspondence classes, and then possibly seek
a second degree.
If Wilson finishes in the classroom like he does on
the court, he will have no problem. ■
To reach Michael Wilson's official Globetrotter Web page, click
on his name at www.harlemglobetrotters.com/noflash/players
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ART GRAESSER says he wants a large question mark carved into his tombstone when he dies.
"I've spent most of my life asking questions,"
says the 1999 winner of The University of
Memphis' Eminent Faculty Award. "I love questions. That's how we learn."
Dr. Arthur C. Graesser, a
professor of psychology and
co-director of the Institute
for Intelligent Systems, is
the seventh winner of the
$15,000 Eminent Faculty
Award established by the
Board of Visitors to recognize faculty members who
have brought honor and distinction to the University.
Graesser is a cognitive
scientist, and cognitive scientists ask a lot of questions - questions such as,
"How does the mind work?"
and "When we read something, how do we comprehend what we have read?"
"What does a cognitive
scientist do?" Graesser
muses. "I explore the
human mind." Graesser
says his work is a merging
of psychology and computer
science with a large helping
of mathematics.
Graesser is not alone among his Psychology
Department colleagues in his interest in the
human mind. Psychology, after all, is all about
what goes on in the brain. What sets him apart is
his determination to create a device that will do
what the human mind can do - call it artificial
intelligence.
And Graesser sees his work as having a pro-

"I believe you can,

to some extent,

teach a computer
to think," says

cognitive scientist
Art Graesser, who

uses the lowly
question as a tool

in his quest to

design a computer
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found effect on education in the not-too-distant
future.
"I build computer systems that think like
humans do," he explains as he sits in his tiny
office in the Psychology Building. "I believe you
can, to some extent, design a computer to think."
And that computer, Graesser says, will be able to
teach humans difficult tasks and make decisions
based on a myriad of conditions and factors too
complicated for a human to comprehend.
Graesser began college as a mathematics
major, but before he earned his bachelor's degree
in psychology and a Phi Beta Kappa key from
Florida State University, his curiosity had led him
into detours in such fields as computer science,
linguistics and philosophy.
"I discovered later that what I did as an
undergraduate was a template for a cognitive
scientist," Graesser says.
Only five years after graduating from Florida
State, Graesser had earned a doctorate at the
University of California at San Diego and was
teaching at Cal State-Fullerton. He began attracting grants from federal agencies such as the
National Institute of Mental Health and from
industry giants like IBM and the Hughes Aircraft
Corp. To date, he has received more than

to think.
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$4 million in research grants.
He joined The U of M in
1985 to establish the Institute
for Intelligent Systems, a freeranging think tank where
some of the brightest and
best minds on campus both students and faculty would come for scholarly
discourse and collaboration without regard to disciplinary or departmental
boundaries. His co-director at the institute is Dr.
Stan Franklin, a professor of mathematical
science and a leading
authority on artificial intelligence. Franklin was the
1997 winner of the Eminent
Faculty Award.
Graesser says the institute is in the process of
redesigning higher education.
"The study of the mind is fundamentally interdisciplinary, embracing psychology, artificial intelligence,
philosophy, linguistics, anthropology, education, audiology and speech pathology," Graesser declared during a
lecture given at the 1999 Faculty Convocation. "The list
goes on. We meet in various group research meetings
and faculty-student meetings about 30 hours a week there's only one course on the books. So departments are
irrelevant, schools and colleges are irrelevant, grades
are irrelevant, classroom contact hours are irrelevant .... But the education of the students is extremely
successful, by any objective standard."
As he discusses his work, Graesser returns again
and again to "the question" and its importance in the
educational process. He is concerned that people don't
ask enough questions. If educators can teach students
how tJo ask questions, they can have a dramatic impact
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on the educational process, he says.
And because not enough questions are being asked, students aren't learning enough, whether they are studying
law, advanced calculus or basic automotive technology.
"We have found that curiosity is being hammered
out of our kids," he says. "Five-year-olds ask a lot of
questions: 'Why is it dark?' 'Why do I have to go to bed
at 8 o'clock?' 'Why do I have to eat Brussels sprouts?' But
by the middle of the first grade, they quit asking questions. It takes the typical college student 10 hours to ask
one question in class. How can you learn if you don't ask
questions?"
It is largely a matter of classroom socialization and
order. "There is no way a teacher can handle 30 curious
students generating questions in parallel," he says.
How to fix the problem? Graesser suggests that computers can be part of the solution, but first it is neces-
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sary to teach the computer how to lead the students
along, asking questions and prodding them in the
right direction.
Ten years ago, Graesser designed a computer software program for the Office of Naval Research, which
was looking for a way to improve technical training
for Navy recruits. The software program led the students through a "point and query" process, using the
computer mouse to point to a word or icon, which led
to a new display in a process similar to using the Web
or a number of educational software programs. But
Graesser's program added a menu of questions for the
students to ask.
"For example," he says, "suppose that you point to
the word 'bassoon.'You can ask, 'What is a bassoon?
What does it look like?'You then point to the question
you want to ask, and the computer delivers the
answer. So you learn entirely by asking questions and
comprehending answers to questions."
Graesser's research indicated that students using
the point and query system asked 700 times more
questions than they would in the classroom.
"Imagine if students spent three hours a day
learning all sorts of topics with this software," he
says. "It would rekindle their curiosity. They would
overlearn how to be inquisitive .... They would learn to
ask deep questions."
By learning how to ask deep questions, he says,
students' behavior and thinking style will be changed.
Graesser's latest project is AutoTutor, funded by a
$900,000 National Science Foundation grant.
AutoTutor is a computer program that simulates the
human mind. Operating in prototype form, the program incorporates what Graesser calls a "talking
head," an animated figure that gestures, smiles,
frowns and shows bewilderment, depending on how
the student reacts to various problems. The figure
also talks, asking questions, answering questions and
cajoling the student into the proper line of inquiry.
But what sets AutoTutor apart from other educational software, Graesser says, is its ability to think
and hold a conversation. "AutoTutor asks questions
and comprehends the answers students type into the
keyboard, then it evaluates the quality of the students' answers. It actually learns from the learning
process. It will be interesting to see how sophisticated
it becomes after three years," he says.
Graesser's enthusiasm for research rubs off on his
colleagues and students, who range from freshmen to
doctoral candidates. "The students spend an enormous amount of time conducting scientific experiments on humans and writing computer programs,"
says Graesser of his intensely motivated students. He
has 25 people working on various facets of the project,
including psychologists, computer scientists, educational researchers and others who attend scheduled
meetings or wander into the Institute for Intelligent
26

Systems laboratory to try out an idea during an
impromptu brain-storming session.
None ofGraesser's colleagues work a 40-hour
week, according to Dr. Stan Franklin (BS '59), his colleague and close friend. "It's very challenging to work
with Art," says Franklin. "He sets very high standards
for himself and everyone around him. The guy works
80 hours a week. He really takes things seriously."
Franklin says Graesser is widely respected for his
research activities and production. He has written two
books, edited six more and published approximately
190 articles in scientific journals.
"But what isn't as well known is that he is a wonderful teacher," Franklin says. Graesser frequently
teaches undergraduate courses and receives high
marks from his students for his knowledge and enthusiasm.
Graesser acknowledges that he may seem driven
in his quest for knowledge, but he says the results are
worth it. "I've always had a passion for interdisciplinary research between psychology and computer science and education," he explains. "Doing
interdisciplinary research is hard and sometimes
painful, but the products are profoundly illuminating."
As Graesser sees the future, the product of his
research will be long-term improvement in education
and, eventually, an educational system that bears little resemblance to today's. Such a system would
require a drastic change in thinking, and a reconsideration of how education is conducted.
Teachers, he says,
need not fear for
their jobs so long as
they are willing to
adjust to the new
needs.
"Future computers will be replacing
teachers who simply
promote shallow
learning," he says.
"But deep understanding will always
require a human
teacher." ■

Dr. Art Graesser
received a crystal
trophy and $15,000 as
this year's Board of
Visitors Eminent Faculty
Award winner. (Photo by
Elizabeth Jane Walker)
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Legacy Scholarships Build On
Family Traditions

T

wo young women with strong
ties to The U of M will be
entering the University this
fall as Legacy Scholars. Nikki Owings
and Heather Odiorne received the
$1,000 annual scholarships created by
the Alumni Association's Life Member
endowment. Applicants must have at
least one parent or grandparent who is
a member of the Alumni Association.
Owings is a graduate of White
Station High School. A talented photographer, she twice won awards in
Nikki Owings
the school's photography contest.
Owings is active in Buntyn
Presbyterian Church, where she is a
member of the Christian Education
Committee. The daughter of Rick (BA
'77) and Elaine (BBA '76, MS '88)
Owings, she plans to major in education.
Some of Owings' earliest memories
are of The U of M. The family lived in
married student housing while Elaine
Owings pursued her degree in nutrition. Elaine also worked on campus
and often took young Nikki with her.
Heather Odiorne
"My kindergarten class (at Barbara K.
Lipman School) was right across the street and
we were always visiting the campus." She also
attended Tiger games with her parents. They
enjoyed watching the play of All-America basketball star Keith Lee, who was their neighbor
in married student housing.
Owings looks forward to attending the university for its atmosphere as well as its academics. "It feels like home. I grew up with that
diversity, I kind of yearn for it."
Odiorne is a graduate of Craigmont High
School, where she was named to Who's Who in
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American High Schools and the
National Honor Society. She was a ~
sity cheerleader and homecoming
queen . She was also a member of h er
school's dance and vocal groups and
show choir, and a semifinalist in the
Mid-South Fair Youth Talent Cont.est.
For the past three summers she has
spent a week working on a church set-,
vice project in Appalachia. "We builcl
roofs, do interior work, fix up and buil•
homes," says Odiorne. "I really lib I,"
Odiorne has deep ties to The
U of M. Her great-grandparents,
Mildred Sellers Fesmire and James
Lafayette Fesmire, attended then-West
Tennessee State Teachers College ht
the late '20s. After James Fesmire dlea,
Mildred returned to the University at
age 64 and graduated in 1969. "She
lived in the dorm and had the grea«,st
time," says Odiorne. "She was like a
mother to the girls. There wasn't a 1li
when all the girls weren't in her room.ii,.
Her grandmother, Mary Fesmire Flake
(BS '57), is an alumna. Heather's pat-,
ents, Suzie Doyle and Kenneth Odiot:qe,
also attended The U of M.
Each scholarship is a four-year renewabli
award, provided the recipient maintains am~ ..
mum overall grade point average of2.5 fortqe
first two semesters and 3.0 each subsequent
semester. For information on the Legacy
Sch olars program, call the Alumni Associati(iil
at 901/678-2586.
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Political
Differences
Aside, Lawyers
Form Coalition

Research Garners
Awards for Faculty
Members

T

T

hey may be the political
equivalent of the "Odd
Couple": Jim Strickland, a fervent Democrat, and David
Kustoff, an ardent Republican.
Strickland was chair of the
Shelby County Democratic Party
from 1994-95. Kustoff recently
completed his term as chair of the
Republican Party of Shelby
County. Yet, last spring they
formed a law partnership,
Kustoff & Strickland PLLC.
Kustoff (BBA '86, JD '89) and
Strickland (BBA '89, JD '92) met
when they were in a group trying
to reorganize The U of M chapter
of Alpha Tau Omega fraternity.
Both were heavily involved in
campus activities. Strickland was
president of the Student
Government Association; Kustoff
was president of the Student
Activities Council. Kustoff was
active in the College Republicans;
Strickland was involved with the
Campus Democrats. While a student at The U ofM, Strickland
served as an intern with the
Tennessee Assembly, working for
representatives Dan Byrd (BBA
'67) and Alvin King.
Both have served on numerous political campaigns at the
local, state and national levels.
Kustoffwas Shelby County chair
for the Sundquist Solution and
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Passau in Germany
and the Polish
Academy of Science.
The founder and
editor of the
International
Journal of
Computational
Analysis and
Applications, he has
received grants from
the National Science Foundation
and NATO.
Baxter, a faculty member for
34 years, has been recognized for
her work with the Arts in the
Schools Summer Institute sponsored by the Memphis Arts
Council and the Aesthetics
Educational Project of the Lincoln
Center in New York. She has lectured and taught in France at the
invitation of the American
embassy. She also has directed
stage productions such as Eudora
Welty's One Writer's Beginnings
and Joan Williams' Twenty Will Not
Come Again at an international
theatre festival in Edinburgh,
Scotland.

An old University seal graces the wall in the Jaw office of David Kustoff (at
left) and Jim Strickland. (Photo by Gabrielle Maxey)

worked for the campaigns of Sen.
Fred Thompson (BS '64), Rep. Ed
Bryant and Bob Dole. Currently
Kustoff is co-chair of the
Tennessee campaign of presidential candidate George W. Bush.
Strickland stumped for Tennessee
representativ!)s Dan Byrd,
Harold Byrd (BBA '71, MS '75),
Tennessee Sen. Steve Cohen, and
city council member Myron
Lowery.
One thing Strickland and
Kustoffhave in common is their
loyalty to The U of M. The reception area of their downtown
offices is lined with University
memorabilia, including a
Memphis State seal and a
Sporting News with Anfernee
"Penny" Hardaway on the cover.
They both recall Dr. Donald
Carson, vice president for student
affairs and vice provost for enrollment services, as a strong influence. "He's a very wise man and
gives good advice," says Strickland, who first met Carson at
freshman orientation and took
his political science class. "He
helped me in all ways-personal,
academic and growing as a
leader."
After graduating from
The U of M, Strickland worked as
0

a law clerk for Tennessee
Supreme Court Justice William
Fones. He then became an associate with Glankler Brown PLLC.
Kustoff had his own practice,
sharing office space with his
attorney father, Bernie Kustoff.
He suggested the_partnership
last year.
They've been compared to
James Carville and Mary
Matalin. (Carville headed Bill
Clinton's 1992 presidential campaign; Matalin was the strategist
behind Bob Dole's campaign. The
two later married.)
How do the two manage to
work together and avoid political
differences? "We talk a little
about it," Strickland says, "but
there are not heated discussions
because we know what the other
is thinking."
And how did they handle the
impeachment of President
Clinton? "What impeachment?"
jokes Strickland.
The partnership seems to be
successful. Kustoff and Strickland both were named to the
Memphis Business Journal's Top
40 Under 40 list recognizing civic
and professional achievement.
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he University of Memphis
Alumni Association awarded
its Distinguished Research Awards
to a mathematician, a theatre professor, a psychologist and two
philosophers.
Dr. George Anastassiou, a professor of mathematics who worked
with colleagues in Germany and
Poland to solve problems of approximation theory and probability,
received the award for achievement
in the sciences, engineering and
math.
Gloria Baxter (BA '64), a theatre professor who has lectured
and directed stage performances in
Europe and Japan, was chosen to
represent the creative arts.
The winner for research in the
social sciences was Dr. Bruce
Bracken, a psychology professor
and international authority on
assessment.
Two philosophy professors, Dr.
Terence Horgan and Dr. John
Tienson, whose collaborations have
influenced philosophical debate in
the United States and Europe,
shared the award for research in
the humanities.
The five received the $2,000
awards during the University's
annual Faculty Convocation.
Anastassiou, a U of M professor
since 1986, has written more than
100 scientific papers and journal
articles based on research with colleagues from the University of
California at Santa Barbara, the
universities of Duisburg and
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Bracken has a long and distinguished record of contributions to
the field of psychological assessment and measurement. He pioneered new instruments in
assessments, including the
Universal Non~erbal Intelligence
Test, used by researchers and counselors around the world. The
founder and editor of the Journal
of Psychoeducational Assessment,
Bracken is chair of the Committee
on Psychological Testing and
Assessment of the American
Psychological Association.
Colleagues of Horgan and
Tienson have called them the most
productive collaborative team in
philosophy. Their book
Connectionism and the Philosophy
of Psychology, is strongly influencing debate in philosophy. They also
have been productive individually.
Tienson, who has been at The U of
M since 1986, has .written more
than 40 articles for publication;
Horgan, a faculty member since
1981, has published 70 articles.

Accepting research awards at Faculty Convocation are: (from left) Dr. George
Anastassiou, Gloria Baxter and Dr. Terence Horgan. Dr. John Tienson and Or. Bruce
Bracken were not pictured. (Photo by Don Reber)
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If you are interested in serving as a
volunteer chapter or club leader, let
us hear from you! Call the Alumni
Association at 901 I 678-2586 or
800 I 678-8729.

CHAPTERS
■

Arts & Sciences

The Arts and Sciences annual
awards banquet will be Sept. 23 at
the Memphis Country Club. Dr.
Peggy Jemison (BA '65, MA '74, PhD
'92) will receive the Outstanding
Alumna Award; Russel and Joy
Wiener will be honored as
Outstanding Friends.
During exam week, the chapter's traditional Pit Stops treated
students and faculty to refreshments. Chapter president Ray
Clapsadle (BS '85, MS '87, PhD '94)
organized the Pit Stops.
■

AUSLP

The chapter hosted a reception
for spring graduates and their families at the Memphis Speech and
Hearing Center. New officers are
Dana Turner Kobler (MA '94), president, and Katharine Rhodes (BA '91,
MA '94), vice president.
■ Band
Band alumni and guests attended a concert by The U of M Wind
Ensemble, which performed a new
piece, Ballet Exaltaire, commissioned by the chapter.
The chapter is making plans for
its annual Homecoming halftime
performance Oct. 16. Also scheduled
for fall is the annual high school
marching band competition.
■

tation, contact Laurie Laing at
901/678-4373 or llaing@cc.
memphis.edu. The chapter president
is Gayle Powelson (BBA '81, MBA
'97).

Journalism Department's spring
awards banquet, where they provided an overview of the chapter's goals
and activities and presented seniors
with congratulatory gifts.

■

■ Law
The chapter will host a reception for the Tennessee Supreme
Court when it meets in Memphis in
October.

Education

The College of Education and
the Education Alumni Chapter held
a reception to recognize graduating
doctoral students in May. The doctoral candidates presented summaries of their research to alumni
and guests. Marilyn Powell (BS '58,
MEd '71, EdD '76) is chapter president.
■

Emeriti

Dr. Carol Crown, associate professor of art history at The U of M,
was the featured speaker at the
club's spring Coffee and
Conversation. Crown, who concentrates her research on Southern
self-taught art, gave a slide presentation on her latest project,
"Apocalypse: Southern Self-taught
Art at the Millennium."
William Glass and Jason Peeples
of GP Advisory & Trust Company
spoke to retired faculty and staff on
financial planning, with an emphasis on long-term health care insurance.

■

Luther C. McClellan
Black Alumni

The LCM Chapter and the
National Black MBA Association
held a financial management seminar at the Alumni Center. Dwayne
Stevens (BBA '94, MBA '96), a financial planner with J .H. Shoemaker &
Co., offered advice on investing,
retirement planning and estate
planning.
The chapter is selling posters of
its commissioned artwork,
"Realizing the Dream," commemorating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
and the civil rights movement. The
work was painted by U ofM students Jerry and Terry Lynn. You
may order posters by calling
901/678-2586 or 800/678-8729.
■

The Herff College of
Engineering is accepting applications for its Outstanding Alumni
Award. If you would like a nomination form, contact Laurie Laing at
901/678-4373 or llaing@cc.
memphis.edu.
The chapter also is looking for
engineering graduates to serve on
its board of directors. If you are
interested, contact Laing.
■ Journalism

■

President Kini Kedigh (BA '76)
and treasurer Jerome Wright (BA
'72) represented the chapter at the

The University College presented its Alumni Achievement Award to
John J. DeBerry Jr. (BPS '96) and

Engineering

■

Women's Leadership Council

Robbie McKinney (BSEd '71,
BBA '79) held a dinner for the Lady
Tiger mentors and members of the
Lady Tiger basketball team. The
WLC is looking for more mentors for
its program. If you would like to
serve as a friend and adviser to a
student athlete, call Laurie Laing at
901/678-4373, or e-mail her at
llaing@memphis.edu. Patti Spicci
(MEd '84) is president.
■

Young Alumni Council

YAC is planning for the 1999
Tiger Trek 5K Run and Fun Walk,
scheduled for Oct. 16. The group
hosted games and contests at the
annual Blue-Gray Weekend in April.
The event included a barbecue chal-

lenge and the spring Tiger football
game. Darrin Devault (BA '93) is
president.

CLUBS

·······································································--··
Bartlett

The Bartlett, Germantown and
Collierville clubs hosted the
Germantown alumni dinner in May.
Birmingham

The Alumni Association is looking for volunteers in the Birmingham, Ala., area to help organize basketball viewing parties and other
events. If you are interested, contact
Laurie Laing at 800/678-8729 or
llaing@memphis.edu.
Chattanooga

The Alumni Association is looking for volunteers in the
Chattanooga area to help organize
basketball viewing parties and other
events. If you are interested, contact

Laurie Laing at 800/678-8729 or
llaing@memphis.edu.
Collierville

The club hqnored Collierville
High School student Angela Purdy
for outstanding academic achievement and community involvement.
Club president Lillie Matlock (MS
'85) presented the award. The club
also participated in Project
Graduation.
Germantown

Memphis Redbirds CEO Allie
Prescott (BA '69, JD '72) was the
featured speaker at the third annual
Germantown alumni dinner in May.
The Germantown, Bartlett and
Collierville clubs hosted the event,
which was held at the Memphis
Area Home Builders Association.
Club president is Ann Harbor (BA
'73, MS '89).

Nursing

The Loewenberg School of
Nursing Chapter will sponsor its
second career fair for students and
alumni Oct. 25. Some of the hospitals and businesses that participated in the first fair included Baptist
Health Care, Methodist Le Bonheur
Healthcare, The Med, Nursing
Innovations and St. Francis. If you
would like more information, call
Laurie Laing at 901/678-4373 or
Tammy Keough (BSN '96), chapter
president, at 901/682-8801.

■

Carol C. Coletta (BPS '81 ). The
annual awards ceremony and reception was held in April at the
Brushmark Restaurant. Kelley
Johnson (BPS '81) is chapter president.

NEWS

Become a Life Member of the Alumni Association
By joining The University of Memphis Alumni Association, you can leave a legacyone that will help future generations attend The Uof M.
Children and grandchildren of Alumni Association members may apply for Legacy
Scholarships, renewable awards available to first-time freshmen. These scholarships are
made possible through an endowment created by Life Members of the Alumni
Association.
Life memberships are $500 for individuals, $800 for married alumni and $400 for
senior citizens (individual or joint). To receive an application for the Legacy Scholarships,
or to become a Life Member, call 901/678-2586 or visit the Alumni Center.

Business and Economics

The Fogelman College of
Business and Economics will host
its annual golf tournament Sept. 1.
If you would like to receive an invi-

30

ALUM

NEWS

University College

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

New Life Members:
245.Ron(8S'52)andWynoka(BFA'70)Terry
246. Donald E, Laughlin (BBA '71)
247. Darrin M. (BA '93) and Cherie N. (MS '98) Devault
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University
College Honors
Carol Coletta,
John DeBerry

Carol Coletta

Rep. John J. DeBerry
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The University College presented its alumni
achievement award to Carol C. Coletta, an entrepreneur
and pioneer of downtown redevelopment, and John J .
DeBerry Jr., a three-term member of the Tennessee
House of Representatives.
Coletta (BPS '81) is president of Discover U, a club
offering innovative ways to learn through live events,
trips, video conferences and classes. She also runs
Coletta and Co., which provides public affairs and community development consulting services to local governments.
Coletta began her career in the Sports Information
Office at then-Memphis State University. She served as
senior vice president of marketing and public affairs for
First Tennessee Bank, helping retailers throughout the
country develop community investment strategies.
As a senior who had been out of school for 10 years,
the University College was a lifesaver for Coletta. "By
the time I returned to school my interests had changed,
become more focused," she says. "University College
allowed me the flexibility to apply my earlier credits to a
new interest, add depth and richness to the work I was
doing at the time , and get the long-awaited degree I had
had nightmares about for a decade."
DeBerry (BPS '96) represents House District 90 in
the Tennessee Legislature. He serves as vice chair of the
Children and Families Committee, chair of the Family
Justice Subcommittee and chair of the Special
Committee to Study the Integration of Ex-offenders into
the Mainstream of Society. He also is a member of the
governor's Minority Business Development Advisory
Committee.
Locally, DeBerry is active with the NAACP, the Boy
Scouts of America and Junior Achievement. He has
served as a counselor at the Bethany Home and chaired
the Memphis Alcohol Commission. A minister in the
Church of Christ, he is also an advertising and public
relations executive.
The awards were presented at a reception at the
Brushmark Restaurant in April.
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U of M Alumni
RATE In Teaching Awards

Cherie Adcock

Geraldine Barnes

Dr. Timothy Brophy

Karen Champion

Rita Grivich

Myrna Halpern

Paula Marshall

Patricia Schwarz

E

ight of the 10 Rotary Awards for
Teacher Excellence (RATE) for 1999

went to U of M alumni.
Awards were presented to Cherie Hood

Adcock (MA '95), English as a Second Language
(ESL) teacher at Ridgeway Elementary and
Balmoral Elementary; Geraldine P. Barnes
(BSEd '68), English teacher at Sheffield High; Dr.
Timothy S. Brophy (MM '94), music teacher at
Grahamwood Elementary; Karen Sanderlin
Champion (MEd '76), Spanish teacher at Central
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High; Rita Santi Grivich (BS '68), hearingimpaired teacher at White Station High; Myrna
Lynch Halpern (BS '68, MEd '80), primary CLUE
teacher at Ridgeway Elementary; Paula Ann
Marshall (BSEd '7 4, MEd '84), kindergarten
teacher at Gardenview Elementary; and Patricia
Prins Schwarz (MA '90), art teacher at Sheffield
High.
RATE recognizes excellence in classroom performance among Memphis City Schools teachers.
Recipients are chosen from peer nominations.
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Alumni Association Bestows
Distinguished Teaching Awards

Chosen to receive this years highest teaching awards are: (from left) Dr.
Thomas Caplinger, Dr. Sherman Franklin, Roger Kirk and Dr. Robert Neimeyer.
(Photo by Don Reber)

A diverse group of professors received the Alumni
Association's 1999 Distinguished Teaching Award. Dr.
Thomas Caplinger, Dr. Sherman Franklin, Roger Kirk
and Dr. Robert Neimeyer received the $2,000 awards
during Faculty Convocation in May.
Caplinger, a professor in the Department of
Mathematical Sciences, has been on the faculty for 36
years. He also won the award in 1975 and received the
Thomas W. Briggs Foundation Excellence in Teaching
Award last year.
Franklin (BBA '62, JD '74) teaches business law in
the Fogelman College of Business and Economics. He
joined The U ofM faculty in 1977.
Kirk teaches accounting classes in the Fogelman
College and also serves as the college's associate dean
for faculty.
Neimeyer is a psychology professor and former winner of the University's Distinguished Research Award.
Candidates for the award are nominated by current
and former students and chosen after a classroom evaluation by the awards committee.

1960
Harriet Freiberger (BBA,
MA '66) has authored the
biography Lucien Maxwell:
Villain or Visionary. She lives
in Steamboat Springs, Colo.
1963
Herbert A. "Bert" Dargie
III (BS) was inducted into
the Professional Clubmakers'
H all of Fame at the PGA
Show in Orlando, Fla. Dargie
is a master craftsman in the
areas of club manufacturing
and repairing, as well as customizing clubs for individuals. Dargie Golf has provided
equipment for many top
golfers, including Ben Hogan,
Lee Trevino and Arnold
Palmer.

Dr. James M. Simmons
(BS) was named president of
Lamar University in
Beaumont, Texas. Simmons
has been on the Lamar
faculty for 30 years, most
recently serving as both
dean of the College of Fine
Arts and Communication
and director of advancement.

1965
Robert W. Bolton (BS) is
regional training center
manager for Sun Microsystems Inc. in Columbia, Md.
He recently retired from
IBM.

1966
Thomas E. J ohnson Jr.
(BS, MA '67) has retired
after 25 years at the University of South Florida and
has returned to Covington,
Tenn.

1968
Joseph T. Bond (BBA)

Send Us Your News...
Name

City _ _ _ _ _ _ __

David Farmer

...J

Address/Name Change

SSN

Year/Degree _

Phone (H) ----- ______

(W),____

State _________ _____ _

ZIP

News/Request: _______

David Farmer (BBA, JD
'66) was re-elected to the
Tennessee Court of Appeals.
He and his wife Cathy live in
Jackson, Tenn.

1964
Arthur H. Prince (BA, MA
'70) was named in The
Memphis Flyer's list of "Good
Things About Memphis."
He teaches philosophy and
sociology at Dyersburg State
Community College, where
he was nominated for the
Security Bank Outstanding
Adjunct Faculty Award.

News Items and photographs are welcome, but we cannot be held
responsible for the return of unsolicited materials.
Information received is printed as space permits. Send information to:
Alumni Center;The University of Memphis; Memphis, TN 38152
Phone 901/678-2586 • E-mail to: alumni@cc.memphis.edu.
Dr. James M. Simmons
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received the Bert C. Ahrens
Achievement Award from
the National Association of
Educational Buyers for his
contributions to higher education and the purchasing
profession. He is purchasing
director for The U of M.

J erry Quay Dowdy (BBA)
is president of the ENT division of Smith & Nephew Inc.
He has coached AAU baseball
for 10 years. Dowdy and his
wife Lana have two sons:
Jason, a college freshman,
and Jeremy, a freshman in
high school.

1969
Dr. Frank J . Geitner (MA)
is executive director of the
Oregon Coast Council for the
Arts in Newport, Ore. He had
been director of the San Juan
Community Theatre in
Friday Harbor, Wash., after
serving for 20 years as director of the Urb Memorial
Union at the University of
Oregon.

1971
Joy Maness (BA, MA '76)
was named dean of the St.
Agnes Academy Upper

L A S

School. She has taught
French at St. Agnes since
1976.
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been promoted to vice president of sales/marketing at
Quantum Instruments Inc.
He lives in East Rockaway,
N.Y.

1975
Eddie Peters (MA) is one of
the authors of the book
Celebrate Customer Service:
Insider Secrets. He is president of t h e Relationship
Marketing Institute of St.
Petersburg, Fla.
A/Tompkins

1972
Al Tompkins (BBA) is assistant secretary/treasurer of
the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Greater Memphis, a nonprofit agency serving young
people. He is a former board
member of The U of M
Alumni Association.

1973
James M. Phillips (BBA,
MBA '75), chair and CEO of
Interactive Pictures Corp.,
was named The U of M's
Distinguished Executive of
the Year. The company,
based in Oak Ridge, Tenn.,
develops and markets IPIX
immersive photography
technology.
Rae B. Stewart (BA) has
joined the property management team of Trammell
Crow Co.

1974
David Carney (BBA) was
promoted to vice president
of sales for the Memphis
branch of Corporate
Express.
Viola O'Neil Cole (MEd)
was promoted to director
of corporate advancement
for Bridges Inc. Previously
she was director of work
force development for
Bridges' adult employment
program.
Teresa Hurst (BS, JD '78) is
president of the Nineteenth
Century Club, a philanthropic organization.
Lorry Rosen (BSEE) has

Dr. Fred G. Thomason
(BS), a child psychiatrist,
was named medical director
ofYouth Villages.

1976
Cmdr. Yelonda Bess (BSEd)
has retired from the Navy
after 20 years of service. Sh e
most recently served at the
Naval and Marine Corps
Reserve Center in Lubbock,
Texas.
R. Brad Martin (BA) won
the Master Entrepreneur
Award from the Society of
Entrepreneurs and Junior
Achievement of Memph is.
The award recognizes the
person who has best shown
the values of entrepreneurship during the year and in a
career.

1977
Mike Cross (BA, BSEd '87,
JD '90), an attorney in private practice, is working on
his master's degree in history
at The U ofM.
Dennis C. Elrod (BSET,
MS '83) was elected secretary of the Memphis chapter
of the American Institute of
Architects. He also announces the birth of his
daughter, Elizabeth
Blakely Elrod, born Sept. 23,
1998.
Anita Gill Stewart (BFA) of
Suwanee, Ga., teaches ESOL
at Gwinnett Technical
College and gives private art
lessons. She has had art
works judged at shows in
Atlanta and at Brenau
University Galleries. Stewart
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has been married for 25
years and has three teen-age
children.

Virginia "Suzy" Young
(BSET) earned a master's
degree in engineering from
Vanderbilt University and is
a candidate for her doctorate. She lives in Ardmore,
Ala.

1978
Linzey D. Albert Jr. (BBA)
was named director of
finance for Methodist
Healthcare-Alliance Health
Services. Previously he was
senior project facilitator for
Methodist Healthcare,
where he has worked since
1985.

O T E

Jonathan Randall, on March
29, 1998.

1981
Douglas A. Black (BA) has
joined the law firm of Wyatt,
Tarrant & Combs. Previously
he was counsel with Crone &
Mason PLC.
Bonnie Daws Perkins
(BA) won a Vox Award from
the Public Relations Society
of America for a United
Way '98 Campaign video she
produced for Federal Express Corp. She is an independent corporate video
producer.

of Davis, Calif., has authored
a new collection of poems,
South by Southwest. He
recently was included in the
Dictionary of International
Biography.
Gayle L. Powelson

Maj. Basil Georgiadis (MA)
is stationed at Tinker AFB,
Okla., as operations officer
for the Defense Depot. Before
this tour he taught history
for four years at the United
States Air Force Academy.

Gayle L. Powelson (BBA,
MBA '97) has been promoted
to vice president of finance
for Buckeye Technologies
Inc.

1982
Elizabeth M. Dupont
(EdD) was appointed executive director of Hope House
Daycare Center. She previously was director of community and government
relations for Baptist Memorial Health Care Corp.

1983

Laurie Mercier (MA) teaches at Washington State
University at Vancouver. She
is vice president of the Oral
History Association.
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Carol Chumney (BA, JD
'86) was named chair of the
Children and Family Affairs
Committee of the Tennessee House of Representatives.

Mike Russell (BBA, MBA
'85) is vice president of
RusDun Farms Inc. and is a
partner in Russell Development LLC.

1984
Keith Dennen (BBA, JD
'87) is president of the
Hendersonville (Tenn.) Area
Chamber of Commerce for
1999-2000. He is a partner
in the Hendersonville office
of the law firm Wyatt,
Tarrant & Combs.
Harold Graeter (BA) has
been promoted to associate
executive director of the
AXA/Equitable Liberty
Bowl. He previously had
been assistant director of
communications for the
bowl.

1985
Rich Davis (BFA) is illustrator for the Tiny series of
Easy-To-Read books written
by Carl Meister. He lives in
Siloam Springs, Ark.

Bill Ray (MS) is director of
the Tennessee Technology
Center in Covington, Tenn.
Randy Yancey (BBA) and
Debbie Yancey (BBA '83) of
Suwanee, Ga., welcomed the
birth of their second child,

Camarena Award from the
Ohio Parents for Drug Free
Youth in recognition of his
commitment to the field of
alcohol, tobacco and drug
prevention in Ohio. The
state's first lady presented
the award at the 1999 Red
Ribbon Showcase. Carson,
who lives in Columbus, was
recently elected president
of the National Association
of Blacks in Criminal
Justice.

Susan Howe (MA), a producer at WKNO-TV, won a
regional Emmy for a segment she did for the series
The Age Adventure: Life
After 60.

1980
Richard Alan Bunch (JD)

Mike Galbreth (BFA) visited The U of M campus as
part of the College of
Communication and Fine
Arts' Academic Enrichment
Program. Part of "The Art
Guys" duo, he is a performance artist whose work
includes sculpture, drawing,
installations and video.
Galbreth lives in Houston.
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Jeffrey E. Carson

Jeffrey E. Carson (BBA)
received the 1998 Enrique

Jacqueline L. Williamson
(BBA, MPA '98) teaches medical administration at the
Southeast College of Technology.

1986
Scott G. Currie (BBA) is
president and chairman of
the board of the State Bank
of Schaller in Schaller, Iowa.
He and his wife, Lorna
Evans-Currie (BBA '87),
have two children, Michael
Evan and Ryan James.
Before moving from
Memphis to Iowa in 1992,
Scott was a bank examiner
with the Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency
and Lorna was manager
of financial reporting for
Fred's Inc. and accounting
manager for the Waring Cox
law firm .
Mari Burns Lee (MFA) had
an abstract painting accepted into the 1999
W and J National Painting
Show at Washington and
Jefferson College in
Washington, Pa.

City, Tenn., where Jeffrey
has begun his OB/GYN practice.

1988
Caroline B. Birchmore
(BSN) and Mark V.
Birchmore of Lexington , S.C.,
announce the birth of their
daughter, Ansley Caroline, on
Aug. 26 , 1998. She was also
welcomed by h er brother,
Evan. Caroline was elected
the South Carolina representative for the American
Aca demy of Nurse Practitioners.
Marilyn Califf's (MFA)
photograph of Yellowstone
Falls was selected for the
cover of the April issue of The
Pen Woman , the monthly
publication of the Nation al
League of American
Penwomen.

James McSwain (PhD) is
an associate professor of history at Tuskegee University
and book review editor for
the Gulf South Historical
Review . He was awarded a
research grant from the
Hagley Museum and Library
in Wilmington, Del., last
year.

1987
Carlos C. Black (BBA) is
an eligibility counselor in
the Davidson County office
of the Tennessee Department of Human Services.
He lives in Murfreesboro,
Tenn.

J. Montgomery Grant Jr.
(BBA) is associate pastor for
business administration at
First Baptist Church of
Ocala, Fla.
Brian L. Jones (BBA, MBA
'88) is a partner with
Consulting Services Group.
Lorri Warren Looney (BA,
MPA '96) and Jeffrey R.
Looney are the parents of a
daughter, Alison Rae Looney,
born March 24. She was welcomed by her brother, Blake.
The family lives in Johnson
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Corporation's Memphis
and Jackson, Tenn., commercial and professional divisions.

Tona Jackson Simpson
(BA, MA '95) and Randy
Simpson (BBA '90) are the
parents of a daughter,
Kaitlin Raye, born April 7.
She was formerly senior program coordinator for The
University of Memphis
Alumni Association and special campaigns coordinator
for Rhodes College.

1989

Rebecca Benton

Carole Gray Coles

Carole Gray Coles (BS,
MHA '97), market planning
and health care economics
analyst for Smith & Nephew
Inc., was admitted as an
associate in the American
College of H ealt h care
Executives. ACHE is a professional society representing
more th an 30,000 health care
executives.
Liz Orth Jacobs (BBA) and
Jim Jacobs (BBA) of
Cordova are the parents of
Davis Orth, born Feb. 8. He
was welcomed by his brother,
Sam. Jim is president of
Comprehensive Media
Services.
Richard Marsh (BBA,
MBA '94) is senior vice
president and senior credit
officer for First American
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Rebecca Benton (BA) was
promoted to senior copy editor at Southern Living magazine. She edits food copy for
the magazine and serves as
copy chief for several of its
special-interest publications.
Rosemary Byrd (BBA,
JD '93) will enroll in the
George Washington
University Law School government procurement law
program this fall. Since
graduation from The U of M,
she has worked in various
procurement positions for
the federal government and
as a government procurement law analyst for Scitor
Corp. Byrd lives in Centerville, Va., with her husband, Bill Byrd, a manager
at the U.S. Mint in
Washington.
Myron L. Graves (BBA) has
been named a partner in AMI
Marketing LLC. H e has been
with the firm since it was
founded in 1997.

Suzanne Harris Jackson
(BBA) and her husband, Wes
Jackson, announce the birth
of their son, Cole Harrison
Jackson, on Feb. 27 .
Kurt A. Voldeng (BBA,
MBA '91) is a partner with
Consulting Services Group.

1990
Capt. Michael B. Dickey
(BSME) is serving with the
2nd Battalion, 8th Marines,
2nd Marine Division, at the
Marine Corps Base in Camp
Lejeune, N.C .
David Funk (BBA) and his
wife, Kimberly Prowell
Funk (BA '92, MAT '93),
announce the birth of their
first child, Joe Paul, on April
28, 1998. David is a U.S.
deputy marshal.
Glenn D. Gunnels (BBA,
MBA '94) recently graduated
from Northwestern University Law School. He is an
associate in the corporate
department of the law firm of
Brown, Todd & Heyburn in
Louisville, Ky.
Christi Tracey Shaw (BA)
and her husband, Norm
Shaw, are the parents of
Amelia J ane Shaw, born
Jan. 11.

1991
Tish Brockmire (BFA) is
art director in the Memphis
office of Health Communications Inc.
Jennifer Webb Faulkner
(MEd) and h er husband
Ronnie are the parents of
Brayden Lane Faulkner,
born June 14, 1998. They
also have a daughter,
Katelyn Blair. J ennifer is a
guidance counselor at
Chester County High
School in Henderson,
Tenn.
Michelle Laney Houston
(BSEd) and Eric Houston
announce the birth of their
daughter, Laney Paige, born
Dec. 21, 1998. They live in
Cleveland, Tenn.

O T E S

Gail Murray (PhD) is an
assistant professor of history
at Rhodes College. She is the
author of American Children's Literature and the
Construction of Childhood, a
study of multicultural literature. Women's News of the
Mid-South published a feature article about her continuing education course "The
History of Southern Women:
Colonial Settlement to Civil
Rights."
Michael Tichenor (JD) is
an adjunct professor oflegal
methods for the Cecil C.
Humphreys School of Law.
A principal in Bowling,
Bowling & Associates, he
recently co-authored The
Americans with Disabilities
Act: Cutting Edge Issues and
Developments.
Reed Walters (BBA) is a
partner with Consulting
Services Group.

1992
Karen Bell (MS) is an
internal auditor/information
systems manager for
Jackson, Tenn. She formed a
parents' organization,
Students First, to work for
educational reforms in the
Jackson-Madison County
Schools.
David C. Burchfield (BA,
MA '94) earned a doctorate in
health care economics from
Cornell University in Ithaca,
N.Y. He is an assistant professor of health care finance
and health care information
systems at the Sloan Graduate Program in Health
Services Administration,
Department of Policy
Analysis and Management,
at Cornell.
Dan Fulton (BBA) has been
named branch partner for
the Columbus, Cincinnati
and Indianapolis branches of
Norstan Consulting, a
national technology consulting firm. Previously he was
branch partner for the
Columbus branch. Fulton
and his wife Katie live in
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Bexley, Ohio, with their two
sons, Jordan and Taylor.

David W. Hathaway (BA)
and his wife Pam announce
the birth of their daughter,
Gretchen Elese, on Feb. 23.
He is assistant director of
audio/visual for Swank at the
Grand Convention Center in
Tunica, Miss.
Capt. Mary Margaret
Kenyon (BA) participated in
a mechanized raid exercise in
Kuwait with the 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit. The unit
also evacuated Americans
from the U.S. Embassy in
Kuwait after the commencement of air strikes against
Iraq. The 31st MEU is
deployed in Okinawa, Japan.
Dr. James T. Streib (EdD),
associate professor of computer science at Illinois
College, was granted tenure. He lives in Jacksonville,
Ill.
Dwight Vick (MPA) is a
policy adviser/analyst with
the Arizona House of
Representatives, assigned
to the appropriations and
commerce committees. Vick,
who earned a doctorate
from Arizona State University in 1997, has worked at
the White House, the U.S.
House of Representatives
and the Department of
Health and Human Services.

1993
Jennifer Butch Burton
(BS) earned a master's
degree in geology from the
University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill and is an
exploration geologist with
Anadarko Petroleum Corp. in
Houston. She and Forrest
Burton were married last
year.

Foster J. Gibble (MBA)
has been promoted to manager of operations and
process improvement in the
roof division of Butler
Manufacturing Company in
Kansas City, Mo.
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Darrel Sumner (BA) is an
insurance specialist with
VanderSteeg Financial
Group/New England
Financial of Memphis.

1994
2nd Lt. Kevin B. DeWitt
(BA) is serving with the 3rd
Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st
Marine Division at the
Marine Corps Base in Camp
Pendleton, Calif.
Linda McGregor Scott
(MA), a graduate student in
history at The U ofM, is
writing a complete history of
Germantown, Tenn.

1995
Regina Burns (MA) is
founder and president of
Harvest Reapers
Communications, which
offers marketing services
and inspirational speaking.
The company produces an
on-line newsletter, Fresh
Oil.

Kathrine Nero (BA '95) has
moved to Cincinnati, where
she is a weekend sports
anchor and weekday sports
reporter with WCPO-TV, the
city's top-rated station. She
occasionally travels with the
Cincinnati Reds and Cincinnati Bengals.
Oliver Smith (BA) has been
promoted to assistant vice
president of BancorpSouth.
He lives in Covington, Tenn.

''

April Shepherd (BFA) is a
designer. for Daniel+ Douglas
+Norcross of Chattanooga, a
marketing, advertising and
public relations company.
She formerly was a graphic
artist with GSAmerica in
Memphis.
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the outstanding public
relations student for 1999 by
The U of M's Journalism
Department. Johnson is public relations account coordinator with Chandler, Ehrlich
& Co. Inc.

1997
Tonya M. Hancock (BA)
and Randy Elmore were
married in Gatlinburg,
Tenn., in May.
Yukiko Inoue (PhD) is an
assistant professor of educational research at the
University of Guam. Her
first book, The Educational
and Occupational
Attainment Process: The Role
of Adolescent Status
Aspirations, was published
in April. Inoue is working on
gender awareness and status
aspirations of Guam undergraduate women.

Hayley Johnson

Hayley Johnson (BA) was
promoted to marketing coordinator for Chandler, Ehrlich
& Co. Inc. She had been special projects coordinator for
the company.

Kevin Peck (MCP) is chief
planner with Davis
Engineering Co. Inc.

1998
David Lamar Armstrong
(BBA) is a credit analyst
with SunTrust Bank in
Chattanooga.
Joy McGee Dixon (BS) is
an eighth-grade teacher at
Cedar Ridge Middle School
in Decatur, Ala. She teaches
algebra and is the math
team sponsor.

1996
Brian Haslop (BPS) is
assistant manager for field
operations in the U.S.
Census Bureau's Nashville
office. He lives in Old
Hickory, Tenn.

Dana Miller

Dana Miller (MS) has been
awarded a Fulbright
Scholarship. She is attending
the Italy classics seminar
held in Rome and Cumae,
Italy, this summer. Miller is
a Latin and Spanish teacher
with the Dalton, Ga., public
schools.
David Stotts (MA) won a
regional Emmy for a series of
promotional spots he did for
WKNO-TV.

April Johnson

April Shepherd

L

April Johnson (BA)
received the Student Vox
Award for public relations
campaigns from the
Memphis Public Relations
Society of America chapter.
She also was honored as

Bradley Wilford (BBA) has
joined the commercial sales
and leasing department of
Boyle Investment Co.

1

Many of the guests at the DAA gala were fans of John Dye (BFA '96), star of
the hit CBS show Touched by an Angel , including alumna Dawn Fulwood
(BBA '86). Dye was named Outstanding Young Alumnus.

2

3

Soprano Gail Robinson ('66) accepts her Distinguished Alumna Award from
President V. Lane Rawlins. Robinso_n sang with th_e Metropolitan Opera for two
decades, performing with such lummanes as Luciano Pavarotti.

Benjamin C. Bryant Jr. (BBA '68, MS '95) and his wife Martha celebrate at the gala, which
was held at The Peabody. Bryant, CEO and vice chair of SCB Computer Technology Inc.,
was named Distinguished Alumnus.
Noted civil rights leader Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks was honored as the University's
Distinguished Friend. Last year Hooks donated his collection of letters and documents
from the civil rights struggle to the Ned R. McWherter Library
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MEMORIAM

The University of Memphis Alumni
Association expresses sympathy to the
f amities and friends of these individuals.

Alumni
(Listed alphabetically by graduation
date)

1920s-30s
Alice T. Brignardello '27, April '99
Dorothy J. Wood '29, March '99
Hallie H. James '31, '52, April '99
Dorothy D. Hettinger '32, May '99
Josephine Adams Lillie '32, April '99
Francis M. Schwaiger '37, April '99

1940s-50s
Daniel L. Gerwin '40, March '99
Julius J. Laurenzi '42, March '99
Jean Evans Bickers '45, April '99
Clyde H. Springer Jr. '53, April '99
Mary Jane House, '54, '56, March '99
Pauline Rooks Kennedy '55, April '99
Mack Chandler '56, May '99

1960s-70s

1980s-90s

Dr. Charlene Houston Craddock '60,
April '99
Carol Bullifin Smith '63, '83, '88,
March '99
Patricia Moriarty Lanier '64, '70,
March '99
John E. Vaughn III '65, '69, June '99
Ronald Juel Smith '66, May '99
Janie Grier McQuiston Haynes '67,
April '99
Merrill Simpson Parks Jr. '67,
March '99
Barbara Leeper Moseley '71, March '99
Grace Cannon Dinkins '72, March '99
James H. Redus '72, Oct. '98
Russell C. "Rusty" Winston '72, '76,
May '99
Marvin W. Black '73, May '99
Donald Lynn Grant '73, March '99
Wayne Chastain '74, June '99
Jewel E. Patrick '74, May '99
Diane Jefferson Ward '74, '78,
March '99
W. Mario Bernardini '77, March '99

Johnny L. Moore '81, '88, May '99
Kenneth DeFeo '83, Dec. '97
Dr. William R. Bartlett Jr. '84, April '99
Jacky D. Harwell '88, Feb. '99
Lillian M. Hite '88, May '99
Wanda M. Wheeler '89, April '99
Virginia R. Lindsey '92, May '99
Johnathan Taylor-Powell '92, April '99
Amy Michelle Carter '96, May '99

THE UNIVERSITY
OF MEMPHIS
TIGER CLUBS
The University of Memphis has a proud athletic tradition, highlighted by scores of conference
and regional championships in more than 16 varsity sports. Thanks to generous private-sector
contributions, Tiger Clubs continue to play an integral part in sustaining that outstanding tradition.

.F .a ..c .u ..1.t _y 1.s .t .a.f_f.................
Dave Dockery, June '99
Melvin Herring, March '99
Johnny Lee Moore, May '99
Earnest Morgan, April '99
Floyd Lee Renfrow, April '99

As the central fund-raising organization in support of Memphis athletics, Tiger Clubs' mission is
clear - to provide a base of fund-raising services for alumni and friends who support Tiger Ath letic
programs. One way you as an alumni can assist Tiger Clubs in our quest to become an athletic
program all alumni can be proud of is through an annual contribution . For as little as $50 you can join Tiger C lubs and help:
• Fund the men's and women's basketball , cross-country, golf, soccer, tennis, track & fie ld, baseball , rifle,

Friends

football and volleyball programs.

Leon M. Chancellor, March '99
Rad H. Daniel, May '99
Doris Jane Jones, May '99
Leslie Phillips, March '99
John B. Tigrett, May '99

• Extend scholarship opportunities to over 275 male and female student-athletes.
• Fund the equipment, travel

&

recruiting budgets for all 16 teams to assure that the coaching

staffs are able to compete on a national basis.
Contributors to the Tiger Clubs may receive many benefits,
including priority seating for regu lar season home athletic
events and post-season games, automobi le deca ls,

ALUMNI

ASSOCIATION

recognition in footba ll game programs, invitations
to special functions and other desirable items .

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Stephen W. Vescovo (BBA •n, JD '80), President; J. Kenneth

CONSTITUENT CHAPTERS: Arts & Sciences: Ray Clapsadle, BS '85, MS '87, PhD

Hazen (BBA '75), President-elect; Patrick N. Lloyd (BBA '76),Treasurer; HaroldW. Byrd

'94; AUSLP: Dana Tomer Kobler (MA '94); Band: Jan Crenshaw (BPS '91); Business &

(BBA '71 , MS '75),_Past President; Joyce McAnulty Blackmon (BS '66, MEd '70); Homer

Economics: Gayle Powelson, BBA '81 , MBA '97; Education: Marilyn Powell, BS '58,

B. Branan (BBA '68, BL '68); Larry P. Cox (BBA '69, MBA '73); Bernice Boule Donald

MEd '71 , EdD '76; Emeriti: David A. Collins, MA '62; Engineering: Barbara WIison, BS

(JD '79); Bob Eoff (BA '71 ); Jimmie D. Fouts Sr. (BBA '63); Mike Garibaldi (BA '75); Richard

'86, MBA '93; Journalism: Kini Kedlgh, BA '76; Law: Art Quinn, JD '78; Luther C.

Glassman (BS '69, JD '72); Shirley H. Hilliard (BSEd '74, MEd •n , EdD '97); J. Kevin

McClellan: Sandra Hamer, BA '89; Nurslng:Tammy Keough, BSN '96; Student Alumni

Hyneman ('83); Dennis H. Jones (BBA '73, MS '74); Patrick W. Lawler (BA •n ,MS '81);

Association:Chancellor Rudgley; Unlveislty College: Kelley Johnson (BPS '81 ); Women's

John T. Lawrence (BS '70); Rick Masson (BA '78, MS '87); Marsha McDonald (BA '73);

Leadership Council: Patricia "Patti" Splccl, MEd '84; Young Alumni Council: Darrin

Gaelin D. Neely (BBA '84); P.T. "Pete" Pinckney (BBA '62); Barbara Prescott (BSEd '71,

Devault, BA '93

MEd '73); Ken Sossaman (BBA '75); Johnnie Tumer (MEd '71 ); Jeanette W.Watkins (BSEd
'69); James T. "Tom" Watson (BBA '70); Walter J. Winfrey (BA '81 )

To become an active member of the Ti ger Clubs, fill out the form below and return it along with your donation to,
Ti ger C lubs, The University of Memphis, 570 Normal , Suite 109, Memphis, TN 38152 . For more information call 901 /678-2334 .

Tiger Club Levels
U OF M CLUBS: Atlanta:Tom capon, BBA '70; Bartlett: Kay Price, BBA '64; Big Hatchle
(Covington): C. Mike Travis, BS 'n ; Birmingham: Dewayne Nix, BSEd '72; Chattanooga:

AT-LARGE COUNCIL MEMBERS; Henri Brooks, BSEd '72; Carol Chumney, BA '83,

TBA; Collierville: Lillie Matlock, MS '85; Dallas/Ft. Worth: Brian Kelley, BBA '69; Eastern

JD '86; Vivian carter Dlllihunt, BSEd '70, MEd '72, EdD '86; Florence Crenshaw Hall,

Arkansas: cartton Coveny, BA '88; Germantown: Ann Harbor (BA '73, MS '89); Houston:

BS '89;Wllllam "Trip" Jones Ill, BSET ·n ,MS '86; Bruce E. Williams, BA ·n,JD '81

TIGER CLUBS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Sam Blustein, BSEE '75; Jackson,Tenn.: Jim Murdaugh, '70; Nashville: Houston Davis,

$50 ....... .Tiger Associate
$250 ..........Tiger Tracker
$500 ............. .Tom's Club

BA '95

$ I000 ........ Bengal Tiger

DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBERS: Libby A. Hyatt Armstrong, BBA '61 (Nashville);
Harvey Berkowitz, BBA '69 (Atlanta); Dennis J. Biodrowski, BS '63 (Dallas/Ft. Worth);

ALUMNI STAFF: Associate Vice President for Development and Alumni Affairs, Daniel

RoberiW.canfleld Jr., BBA '59 (Boston);Tom Gerdes, BBA '61 (Denver); Brad Hancock,

P.Thiel; Communications Coordinator, Gabrielle Maxey, BA '80; Program Coordinator,

BBA '80 (Jackson,Tenn.); Rick Kale, BSEd '72 (Jackson, Miss.); Carey Mulwee, BSCE

Kathy O'Gwln, BA '74; Program Coordinator, Laurie Laing, BA '92

$2500 ....... .Striped Tiger
$5000 ..........Super Tiger

'73 (St. Louis); Harry A. Paulk, BS '60 (Chattanooga)

$10,000 ......Scholarship
$25,000 ............Platinum
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Payment M ethod

Name

Amount pledged: $

Birth Date !Month/Day)

Amount enclosed:$

Are you an alumnus?

Please charge $

Spouse

to my credit cord.

□ VISA

D Mastercard
D Discover
Exp. Date
Cord No.

D New Gift
D Renewal
D Current gift increased

0 Yes

D No

Birth Date !Month/Day)
Home Address
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ Zip _ _ __
Phone
Company
Business Address
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Sta te _ _ Zip _ _ __
Phone
Preferred mailing address:

D Home D Busi ness

Periodical
Postage
Paid at
Memphis,
Tennessee

Division of Marketing and Advancement
Office of Public Relations
Campus Box 526635
The University of Memphis
Memphis, Tennessee 38152-6635
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